
BRIEF GUIDE TO SALAMANCA 
 
Appropriately dubbed Spain's "golden city", one of the country’s most prized assets, the stunning city of 
Salamanca is one of Spain's academic cores due to its prestigious University. Today it is not only a 
UNESCO World Heritage City but has also been a European Capital of Culture, a title bestowed upon it 
in 2002. In this brief guide, you will find information about the major sights, as well as restaurants, bars 
and shopping districts.  
 

MAJOR SIGHTS 
 
UNIVERSITY OF SALAMANCA (Old University Building) 

Founded in the 13th century, it is one of the oldest universities in Europe. The Plateresque façade of 
the Old University Building, covered with carvings in the famous golden-hued Villamayor sandstone, 
hides in its tapestry of architectural and ornamental motifs one of Salamanca’s secrets: the 
ever-elusive frog, which is said to guarantee good luck to those who spot it.  

 
PLAZA MAYOR (Salamanca’s Main Square) 

At the heart of the city is the incomparably beautiful Plaza Mayor, designed in the 18th century by 
Alberto de Churriguera. Once used as the place for markets, festivals and bullfights, it is the city’s 
“focal point” today. It is filled with terrace cafés, which are perfect for taking in the plaza's imposing 
Baroque grandeur. 

 
CATEDRAL NUEVA (New Cathedral) and the adjoining CATEDRAL VIEJA (Old Cathedral) 

The New Cathedral presents a variety of styles, ranging from Gothic to late Baroque. Its construction 
started in 1513 and finished two centuries later. The north façade is covered in decorative ornaments, 
foremost among which is the enigmatic astronaut. Connected to the newer building, the Old Cathedral 
was built over the 12th and the 13th centuries. Although from the outside it gives the impression of 
being a fortress, it is a stellar example of Spain's early Christian architecture.  

 
PATIOS DE ESCUELAS (Old University courtyards) 

The university buildings form a beautiful complex based around several patios (courtyards). In front 
of the façade of the Old University Building, there is the Escuelas Mayores courtyard, where stands a 
statue of Fray Luis de León, a Spanish lyric poet from the 16th century. The red paintings that are still 
visible upon the walls of the buildings are called víctores and they were made by students when they 
achieved a university doctoral degree. The lovely patio of the Escuelas Menores is just around the 
corner. It is one of the most beautiful courtyards in Salamanca. It has an unusual exhibit known as El 
Cielo de Salamanca (The Sky of Salamanca): the domed ceiling of one of the lecture halls was 
painted in pale blue and covered in gold stars.  

 
CASA DE LAS CONCHAS 

Finished in the 16th century, the picturesque façade of the Casa de las Conchas is decorated with large, 
carved scallop shells. Featuring rows upon rows of shells, it is without doubt a stunning sight. The 
house is now used as a public library, which can be accessed from the inner courtyard.  

 
PUENTE ROMANO (Roman Bridge) 

The Roman Bridge upon the River Tormes is one of the most distinctive sights of Salamanca and it is 
displayed in the city’s coat of arms.  It offers a stunning view of the old city.  

 
 
 
 
 



WHERE TO EAT 
 

Typical Salamanca Bars & Restaurants 
 
Restaurante Don Mauro 
Plaza Mayor, 19. – Tel: 923 281 487 
Well located bar and restaurant that offers 
varied tapas. Well known for meat dishes. 
 
Mesón Cervantes 
Plaza Mayor, 15. - Tel: 923 217213 
Soak up the lively Spanish atmosphere in 
Mesón Cervantes either for "tapas" or for 
having a spanish meal. It's casual and you can 
ask to seat close to the window, where you will 
have a nice overview of Plaza Mayor. 

Casa Paca 
Plaza del Peso, 10. - Tel: 923 21 89 93 
Known as one of the city’s best restaurants, 
Casa Paca has been serving varied and exquisite 
typical Spanish cuisine since 1928. 
 
La taberna de Dionisos 
Calle de Iscar Peyra, 37. – Tel: 923 265 861 
Bar and restaurant specialized in "tostas" 
(small slices of toast with cheese, ham, etc.).

 
International & Vegetarian

 
La Tagliatella  (Italian) 
Compañía, 48. – Tel: 923 21 57 50 
 
Salam (Syrian) 
Placentinos, 10. - Tel: 923 26 30 18 
 

 
Alcacil (Vegetarian) 
San Pablo, 49. - Tel. 923 28 05 90 
 
El grillo azul (Vegetarian) 
Grillo, 1. - Tel. 923 219 233 
 

 
 

Cafés 
  
Cafetería Hotel San Polo 
Arroyo de Santo Domingo, 2.- Tel: 923 21 11 77 

Dominicos Café-Restaurante 
San Pablo, 66. - Tel: 923 26 50 22 

 
 
 

SHOPPING 
 
Salamanca offers a good range of shopping districts, such as the Plaza Mayor and the nearby streets of 
Calle Toro, Calle Zamora and Rúa Mayor. There are also many shops lining Calle Meléndez and the 
intersecting streets. Souvenir shops can be found nearly everywhere in the city centre. 
 
Mercatus Salamanca - Official University of Salamanca shop 
Cardenal Plá y Deniel s/n. 
http://mercatus.usal.es 
 

Shopping centres 
 
El Corte Inglés 
María Auxiliadora, s/n 
 

 
 
 

El Tormes  
Avenida De Salamanca 
(Santa Marta de Tormes) 

 
 

http://mercatus.usal.es/

