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CHAPTER 12

Spain and France |

Moving from Democratization towards Elitismi
Access to Higher Education

Leoncio Vega Gil and Juan Carlos Herndndez Beltrin

Introduction

here is a certain academic tradition regarding comparative analyses of education in Frang
Spain. Some studies have focused on the equality of educational opportunities (Ferndndez M
Soto, 2003), others on teacher training, on priority education networks (Luzén, 2005), on intera
education (Martinez, 2007), on comparative historical analyses (Hernidndez Diaz, 2011) or on
general studies (Sauvageot & Charras, 2008). Additionally, here we shall compare two educa
systems and universities with common elements; both are of an integrated character (Jallade, !
Regarding the aims and structure of the present work, it should be mentioned that our analysis
to describe the trajectories and requirements for academic transition that students must attain toa
higher education in its various forms. These essentials are, for the time being, the expression of pol
practices based on ideological interpretations of higher education and are encompassed within the
general framework of globalization.
The chapter structure can be split into three different sections. First is the sociohistorical and
cal context of secondary education. Next is an explanation of the contents of the access system; d
the requirements, the equivalences, and the exceptions (the practical ones). Finally, we shall look
fundamentals or rationalization of the regulation of systems of access to higher education. That
shall attempt to answer the question of what type of students are being selected in education sy
for higher studies (the discourse of legitimization in times of economic recession). Fixing our att
on the processes of transition and access requirements to the different parts of the “schooling e
will allow us to study academic profiles of students and the type of college students—at both soci
cultural levels—that we assume will eventually “feed” education (in this case higher education).

Contextualizing Academic Models of Secondary Education

Much less has been written than expected concerning the structure, organization, and fur
ing of secondary education in the different countries of the European Union, as may be seen





